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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To select another content of image processing by converting 
three- primary R, G, B signal obtained from a read original into a lightness 
signal, generating the histogram of the signals, analyzing automatically the 
histogram so as to discriminate the type of the original. 
CONSTITUTION: A lightness generating section 200 calculates lightness 
data close to a specific visual sense of human being based on R, G, B 
data. A 1st histogram memory 202 is used to simply obtain the lightness 
histogram of an original and 2nd histogram memory 204 is used to obtain 
the histogram of achromatic dots in the original. A minimum value circuit 
212 and a maximum value circuit 214 detect a minimum value and a 
maximum value of the received R, G, B data, and a subtract circuit 216 
obtains a difference between the minimum value and the maximum value. 
When a comparator 218 discriminates it that the difference is smaller 
than a prescribed level, the original data are discriminated to achromatic 
data and the write of the lightness data to the 2nd histogram memory 204 
is allowed. Thus, it is identified as to whether an original is a black/ white 
original or a color original and its copy made is automatically decided to 
increase the copy speed of a black/white original. 
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t/*n£p^ : ¥out=256*(Vin-8-b)/{(a-8)-b} 
*7-HU& : Vout=256*(Vin-8)/(a-8) 
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*y>n*HM-F: Vout=256*(Vin-16)/(256-16) 
^£t-F * Vout=256*(Vin-8)/(256-8) 
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A 7 -g|igt-F : Vout=256*(Vin-8)/(240-8) 
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